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Common name
Leafless Milkwort

Family
Polygalaceae

Where found
Forest, wet heath, and swamps. Coast, ranges, and tablelands.

Notes
Shrub to 0.6 m high with few to numerous erect more or less leafless stems arising annually from a woody rhizome. Stems
angled, more or less ridged, hairless. Leaves alternating up the stems, 0.5–1.5 cm long, 1–2 mm wide, rarely seen and then only on
the lower part of the plant. Flowers blue to purple, 3–5 mm long, with 3 petals in the middle of the flower, the largest looking like the
keel of a pea flower, and 2 coloured sepals that look like the wings of a pea flower. Wing sepals mostly 2–3 mm long. Flowers
appearing single, in open clusters up the stems. Seed cases oval, with a long narrow base, 6.5–11 mm long. Flowering: November–
May. Seed cases with a narrow wing.

PlantNET description:  http://plantnet.rbgsyd.nsw.gov.au/cgi-bin/NSWfl.pl?
page=nswfl&lvl=sp&name=Comesperma~defoliatum (accessed 1 April 2021)

Author: Betty Wood.

Creative Commons Attribution 3.0 Australia (CC BY)

This identification key and fact sheets are available as a free mobile application:

 Android edition  iOS edition

file:///C:/Users/mathewt/Dropbox/Identic%20Project%20Files/Plants%20SE%20NSW/Latest/Key/Key/SE%20NSW/Media/Images/entities/comesperma_defoliatum/comesperma_defoliatum_john_tann_limeburners_creek_national_park2.jpg
file:///C:/Users/mathewt/Dropbox/Identic%20Project%20Files/Plants%20SE%20NSW/Latest/Key/Key/SE%20NSW/Media/Images/entities/comesperma_defoliatum/comesperma_defoliatum_john_tann_stem.jpg
file:///C:/Users/mathewt/Dropbox/Identic%20Project%20Files/Plants%20SE%20NSW/Latest/Key/Key/SE%20NSW/Media/Images/entities/comesperma_defoliatum/comesperma_defoliatum_john_tann_limeburners_creek_national_park.jpg
file:///C:/Users/mathewt/AppData/Local/Temp/glossary.pdf#Glossary_forest
file:///C:/Users/mathewt/AppData/Local/Temp/glossary.pdf#Glossary_heath
file:///C:/Users/mathewt/AppData/Local/Temp/glossary.pdf#Glossary_shrub
file:///C:/Users/mathewt/AppData/Local/Temp/glossary.pdf#Glossary_erect
file:///C:/Users/mathewt/AppData/Local/Temp/glossary.pdf#Glossary_rhizome
file:///C:/Users/mathewt/AppData/Local/Temp/glossary.pdf#Glossary_alternating
file:///C:/Users/mathewt/AppData/Local/Temp/glossary.pdf#Glossary_petals
file:///C:/Users/mathewt/AppData/Local/Temp/glossary.pdf#Glossary_keel
file:///C:/Users/mathewt/AppData/Local/Temp/glossary.pdf#Glossary_sepals
file:///C:/Users/mathewt/AppData/Local/Temp/glossary.pdf#Glossary_wings
file:///C:/Users/mathewt/AppData/Local/Temp/glossary.pdf#Glossary_wing
http://plantnet.rbgsyd.nsw.gov.au/cgi-bin/NSWfl.pl?page=nswfl&lvl=sp&name=Comesperma~defoliatum
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/au/deed.en
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/au/deed.en
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.lucidcentral.mobile.plants_se_nsw
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.lucidcentral.mobile.plants_se_nsw
https://apps.apple.com/au/app/id1450472552
https://apps.apple.com/au/app/id1450472552

