
Eucalyptus brockwayi

Dundas mahogany
Classification

Eucalyptus | Symphyomyrtus | Bisectae | Destitutae | Brockwayanae

Nomenclature

Eucalyptus brockwayi C.A.Gardner, J. & Proc. Roy. Soc. W. Australia 27: 185 (1942).

T: W of Norseman, W.A., 15 Dec. 1940, G.E.Brockway & C.A.Gardner 5598; holo: PERTH;
iso: PERTH.

Description

Tree to 15 m tall. Lignotuber absent.
Bark smooth throughout, shiny, mottled light grey, salmon pink and creamy white.
Branchlets lacking oil glands in the pith. 
Juvenile growth (coppice or field seedlings to 50 cm): stems rounded in cross-section, or
obscurely polygonal; juvenile leaves sessile, spirally arranged, elliptical, 2–7 cm long, 0.5–2.7
cm wide, dull, green.
Adult leaves alternate, petiole 1.2–2 cm long; blade linear to narrowly lanceolate, 7–15 cm
long, 0.8–1.8 cm wide, base tapering to petiole, margin entire, apex finely acuminate, green,
very glossy, side-veins at an acute or wider angle to midrib, reticulation dense, intramarginal
vein close to margin, oil glands obscure or absent.
Inflorescence axillary unbranched, peduncles slightly flattened, 0.5–1.3 cm long, buds 11 to 15
per umbel, pedicellate (pedicels 0.1–0.2 cm long). Mature buds cylindrical to elongated ovoid
(0.6–0.8 cm long, 0.3–0.4 cm wide), dilated basally, scar present, operculum bluntly conical to rounded, stamens inflexed, anthers more or
less spherical, versatile, sub-basifixed, dehiscing by longitudinal slits, style short and straight, stigma blunt to rounded, locules 3(4), the
placentae each with 4 vertical rows of ovules. Flowers white. 
Fruit pedicellate to sessile (pedicels 0–0.2 cm long), globular but with conspicuous narrow neck (globular-urceolate), 0.4–0.6 cm long, 0.4–
0.7 cm wide, disc descending vertically, valves 3(4) enclosed. 
Seeds grey-brown, 1–2 mm long, flattened-ovoid, dorsal surface smooth, hilum ventral.

Cultivated seedlings (measured at ca node 10): cotyledons Y-shaped (bisected); stems round to many-sided, softly hairy with branched
hairs; leaves sessile, crowded, spirally arranged from ca node 2 for at least 30 leaves, linear, short, 1–2.7 cm long, 0.1–0.5 cm wide, dull,
green, softly hairy.

Flowering Time

Flowering has been recorded in March, April and June.

Notes

A small tree endemic to Western Australia, found only in the southern goldfields around Norseman on gravelly to sandy loam. The bark is
smooth and the adult leaves glossy green with very dense reticulation and apparently without oil glands. Eucalyptus brockwayi  is easy to
recognise within its natural range because of its basally dilated buds, small globular-urceolate fruit and distinctive, densly reticulate,
glandless adult leaves. 

Eucalyptus brockwayi belongs in Eucalyptus subgenus Symphyomyrtus section Bisectae subsection Destitutae because the buds have
two opercula, cotyledons are Y-shaped and the branchlets have no oil glands in the pith. Within this subsection E. brockwayii has no
closely related species and forms the monotypic series Brockwayanae. 

The most remarkable feature of this species is the seedlings, which are like no other eucalypt, having linear leaves that are softly pubescent
and crowded irregularly on the stem (not opposite, nor alternate nor clearly spirally arranged)

Origin of Name

Eucalyptus brockwayi: after George Ernest Emerson Brockway (1900–1973). George Brockway was appointed to the Forests Department
of Western Australia in 1926 and remained in the service until he retired from the position of Superintendent of Research in 1965. For a
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long period he was at the Divisional Forest Office at Kalgoorlie and during that time built up a detailed knowledge of the eucalypts of the
Western Australian goldfields. He was widely regarded as an expert on the use of eucalypts in arid and semi-arid regions.
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