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Bele (Abelmoschus) flea beetle (022)

Photo 1. Extensive damage on leaves of bele by Nisotra
basselae, such that growers in many parts of Solomon
Islands have abandoned its cultivation.

Diagram. Life cycle of Nisotra basselae.

Summary

e Narrow distribution. Common in Papua New Guinea. It spread to Solomon Islands in the 1980s. On

bele (aibeka, slippery cabbage). An important pest.
e Eggs laid in soil near the stem; larvae feed on small roots, then pupate; adults (4 mm long) feed on leaves.
e Leaves are ruined as a food by the presence of the many holes.

e Cultural control: plant far from infested crops; plant in clover, under shade, or in the wet season; handpick; cultivate around stem to

expose eggs; use thick grass mulches; put horticultural glue bands (e.g., Tanglefoot) around stems.

e Chemical control: spray with wood ash (ash+lime in water); alternatively, PDPs: neem, derris and pyrethrum, or spinosad; or
synthetic pyrethroids, but likely to kill natural enemies.
Common Name
There is no common name, but bele flea beetle, Abelmoschus flea beetle, aibika flea beetle sliperi kabis flea beetle would all be suitable.
Scientific Name

Nisotra basselae

AUTHORS Helen Tsatsia & Grahame Jackson
Information (and Diagram) supplied by Maclean Vagalo, Entomologist, SPC, and Chris Reid, Principal Research Scientist, Entomology, Australian Museum, Sydney.

Produced with support from the Australian Centre for International Agricultural Research under project PC/2010/090: S: hening i d crop research in the Pacific Islands in support of sustainable intensification
of high-value crop production, impl d by the University of Queensland and the Secretariat of the Pacific Community.



https://apps.lucidcentral.org/ppp/
file:///C:/Users/mathewt/Documents/Support/Grahame%20Jackson/PPP%20v9/Published%20Site/images/entities/bele_abelmoschus_flea_beetle_022/nisotra_near_reavu_dscn0301.jpg
file:///C:/Users/mathewt/Documents/Support/Grahame%20Jackson/PPP%20v9/Published%20Site/images/entities/bele_abelmoschus_flea_beetle_022/nisotragwouulu.jpg
file:///C:/Users/mathewt/Documents/Support/Grahame%20Jackson/PPP%20v9/Published%20Site/images/entities/bele_abelmoschus_flea_beetle_022/lifecycle.jpg

This mini fact sheet is a part of the app Pacific Pests, Pathogens & Weeds

The mobile application is available from the Google Play Store and Apple iTunes.

pestnet:

Australian Government

Australian Centre for
International Agricultural Rescarch

Copyright © 2020. All rights reserved.


https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.lucidcentral.mobile.pacific_pests&hl=en
https://itunes.apple.com/au/app/pacific-pests-and-pathogens/id903244644?mt=8
https://www.pestnet.org
https://aciar.gov.au/

