
Photo 1. A branch affected by vascular streak dieback,
Oncobasidium theobromae, where the leaves

have mostly fallen.
 

Photo 2. Yellow leaves with green spots, and abnormal
development of axillary buds, on a cocoa branch

affected by vascular streak dieback, Oncobasidium
theobromae.

Photo 3. White sporulating growth of the vascular
streak dieback fungus, Oncobasidium theobromae, on

a cocoa branch.
 

Photo 4. Cocoa leaf scar showing discoloured vascular
tissues (xylem and phloem), a characteristic sign of
infection by the fungus, Oncobasidium theobromae.
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Cocoa vascular streak dieback (223)

Summary

Widespread distribution. Asia and Oceania. On cocoa and avocado. An important disease.

Leaves up to 1 m behind the shoot tip turn yellow with greenish spots. Other leaves are affected and fall. Leaf scars show brown
vascular bundles; internally browning extends along the stem. Infection spreads to other branches and tree dies. The fungus grows
from the leaf scars, forms spores which are spread by wind, and these infect the leaves.

Cultural control: pruning, but only on those trees with some resistance; tolerant varieties have been bred in Papua New Guinea.

Chemical control: none recommended.

Common Name

Cocoa vascular streak dieback

Scientific Name

Oncobasidium theobromae

AUTHOR Grahame Jackson
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Markham, ACIAR, Canberra.

Produced with support from the Australian Centre for International Agricultural Research under project PC/2010/090: Strengthening integrated crop management research in the Pacific Islands in support of sustainable intensification
of high-value crop production, implemented by the University of Queensland and the Secretariat of the Pacific Community.

https://apps.lucidcentral.org/ppp/
file:///C:/Users/mathewt/Documents/Support/Grahame%20Jackson/PPP%20v9/Published%20Site/images/entities/cocoa_vascular_streak_dieback_223/oncthe4.jpg
file:///C:/Users/mathewt/Documents/Support/Grahame%20Jackson/PPP%20v9/Published%20Site/images/entities/cocoa_vascular_streak_dieback_223/oncobasidium1.jpg
file:///C:/Users/mathewt/Documents/Support/Grahame%20Jackson/PPP%20v9/Published%20Site/images/entities/cocoa_vascular_streak_dieback_223/oncobasidium2.jpg
file:///C:/Users/mathewt/Documents/Support/Grahame%20Jackson/PPP%20v9/Published%20Site/images/entities/cocoa_vascular_streak_dieback_223/oncobasidium_rm.jpg
http://www.cabi.org.cpc/


This mini fact sheet is a part of the app Pacific Pests, Pathogens & Weeds

The mobile application is available from the Google Play Store and Apple iTunes.

        

            

Copyright © 2020. All rights reserved.

https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.lucidcentral.mobile.pacific_pests&hl=en
https://itunes.apple.com/au/app/pacific-pests-and-pathogens/id903244644?mt=8
https://www.pestnet.org
https://aciar.gov.au/

