
Algal leaf spot (148)
Summary

Worldwide in sub-tropics and tropics. On many fruit trees, palms and spice crops. A minor
disease in areas of high temperature and rainfall.
Spots green to orange, (sometimes black) 2-4 mm, flattened, with furry growth, and
indistinct margins, sometimes resulting in leaf fall and shoot dieback.
Worse with poor nutrition, poor drainage, too much or too little shade.
Cultural control: prune low-hanging branches; check growing conditions – drainage,
nutrition, shade, adjust tree density to allow air movement, weed.
Chemical control: no recommendations.

Common Name
Algal leaf spots, red rust (tea and coffee)
Scientific Name
Cephaleuros virescens, Cephaleuros minimus, Cephaleuros parasiticus

AU THO RS Helen  Tsatsia  &  G rah ame Jackson
In fo rmation  from G erlach  W W P (1988) Plant diseases of Western Samoa .  Samoan  G erman  Crop  Pro tection  Pro ject,  Deu tsch e G esellsch aft fü r Tech n isch e
Zu sammen arbeit (G TZ) G mbh , G erman y; an d  Home & G arden  In fo rmation  Cen ter (2017) Algal leaf  spo t.  Clemson  U n iversity Cooperative Exten sion  Service.
(h ttps://h g ic.clemson .edu /factsh eet/a lgal-leaf-spo t/);  an d  from Algal leaf  spo t (u n dated ) CTAHR, U n iversity o f  Haw ai'i at Man oa.
(h ttps://w w w .ctah r.h aw aii.edu /n elson s/g lo ssary/Algal_ leaf_spo t.h tm).  Ph o tos 1&2 Koh ler F ,  et al. (1997) Diseases of cultivated crops in Pacific Island countries. Sou th
Pacif ic Commission . Pirie Prin ters Pty Limited , Can berra ,  Au stra lia .

Produ ced  w ith  su pport from th e Au stra lian  Cen tre fo r In tern ation al Ag ricu ltu ra l Research  u n der p ro ject PC/2010/090: Strengthening integrated crop management
research in the Pacific Islands in support of sustainable intensification of high-value crop production, imp lemen ted  by th e U n iversity o f  Qu een slan d  an d  th e Secretariat o f
th e Pacif ic Commu n ity.

 

Pacific Pests, Pathogens and Weeds - Online edition

Copyright © 2021. All rights reserved.

Web edition hosted at https://apps.lucidcentral.org/pppw

Photo 1. Algal leaf spots, Cephaleuros
virescens, on avocado leaves.

Photo 2. Close-up of algal leaf spots,
Cephaleuros virescens, showing the stalks
which have spores at their tips. The spores are
spread in wind and rain.
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