
New Guinea flatworm (385)
Summary

Worldwide distribution. In Oceania, in many Pacific island countries from lowlands to 3500
m. It predates slugs, snails, earthworms, insects. One of the worse 100 invasive pests.
Damage: a generalist; reduced local snail diversity where introduced to control giant
African snails. A host of the rat lung worm.
Prefers moist disturbed areas - forests, plantations, orchards. Lives in leaf litter, under
rocks, timber. Reproduces sexually. Up to 60 mm long, flat, tapering from middle with
central stripe and pale belly.
Spread: mobile, and via domestic and international trade in plants.
Biosecurity: Countries free from the flatworm, (i) avoid introductions to control giant
African snail and (ii) regulate movement of plants, soil and products likely to harbour
flatworms, across national borders. Ensure plant introduction use soil-less compost or are
bare-rooted cuttings. If soil necessary, enclose plant and soil in plastic bag and immerse in
water, 43°C for 5 minutes. 
Cultural control: make baits enclosing snails in 2 mm nylon bags; kill flatworms using
boiling water.
Chemical control: none recommended.

Common Name
New Guinea flatworm
Scientific Name
Platydemus manokwari

AU THO R G rah am Jackson
In fo rmation  from CABI (2018) Platydemu s man okw ari (New  G u in ea f latw orm). In vasive Species Compen d iu m. (h ttps://w w w .cab i.o rg /isc/datash eet/42340#0609B122-9841-41F6-8164-F693839696BE);  an d  (in clu d in g  Ph o tos 1&2) Platydemus
manokwari.  W ik iped ia .  (h ttps://en .w ik iped ia .o rg /w ik i/Platydemu s_man okw ari);  an d  from Peer J (2015) D iscovery in  th e U S o f th e New  G u in ea f latw orm, on e o f th e w orst kn ow n  in vasive species.  Scien ceDaily.
(w w w .scien cedaily.com/releases/2015/06/150623095501.h tm).

Produ ced  w ith  su pport from th e Au stra lian  Cen tre fo r In tern ation al Ag ricu ltu ra l Research  u n der p ro ject HO RT/2016/18: Responding to emerging pest and disease threats to horticulture in the Pacific islands,  imp lemen ted  by th e U n iversity o f
Qu een slan d  an d  th e Pacif ic Commu n ity.
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Photo 1. The New Guinea flatworm, Platydemus
manokwari. The head is on the right.

Photo 2. The New Guinea flatworm, Platydemus
manokwari, feeding on a snail. The flatworm
uses a white cylindrical tube to feed that is
visible on the underside.
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