
Mango red-banded caterpillar (281)
Summary

Widespread distribution. Asia, Southeast Asia, Oceania. On mango, both the
cultivated, and wild species.
Eggs laid on fruit stalks. Larvae bore into fruit, and one bores to the
seed, and the others disperse. When mature, the larvae are white, have black heads
and 11 red bands. Adults are greyish/pale brown; and nocturnal.
Spread by flight and by the trade in fruit.
Natural enemies: wasp parasitoids and ants.
Cultural control: if trees are pruned to a suitable height bag the fruit; remove fruit
with stains (a sign of larvae inside). A pheromone has been trialed.
Chemical control: thiacloprid (a neonicotinoid) used in Papua New Guinea, and
synthetic pyrethroids in the Philippines.

Common Name
Red-banded mango caterpillar, mango seed borer

Scientific Name
Deanolis sublimbalis; also known as Noorda albizonalis, and Deanolis albizonalis. It is a
member of the Crambidae.

Photo 4. Red-banded mango caterpillar,
Deanolis sublimbalis.

Photo 5. Adult of the red-banded
mango caterpillar, Deanolis sublimbalis.
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Photos 1. Red-banded mango caterpillar,
Deanolis sublimbalis, showing the destruction
of the seed.

Photo 2. Larvae of the red-banded mango
caterpillar, Deanolis sublimbalis, in the seed of
a mango fruit.

Photo 3. Dark stains on the sides of the fruit
from liquid oozing out of entry sites made by
the larvae of the red-banded mango
caterpillar, Deanolis sublimbalis.
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