
Family Profile

Apocynaceae

Family Description

A family of about 380 genera and 4700 species, mostly tropical with only a few genera and species in temperate regions; about 30 genera
occur naturally in Australia.

Genera

Allamanda - A genus of about 12-15 species in central America; two species have become naturalised in Australia. Forster & Williams
(1996).

Alstonia - A genus of about 40-45 species in Asia, Malesia, Australia and the Pacific islands; six species occur naturally in Australia.
Forster (1992d); Forster & Williams (1996); Markgraf (1974); Monachino (1949); Royen (1964); Sisiyasa (1998).

Alyxia - A genus of about 120 species in Asia, Malesia, Australia and the Pacific islands. Markgraf (1977). Probably about eight species
occur naturally in Australia. Forster (1992b); Forster & Williams (1996); White (1933, 1936).

Asclepias - A genus of about 100 species centred in America with a few species elsewhere; one species has become naturalised in
Australia.

Calotropis - A genus of three or four species in Africa, Arabia and tropical Asia; two species have become naturalised in Australia. Forster
(1992e, 1996c).

Carissa - A genus of about 30-35 species in Africa, Madagascar, Asia, Malesia, Australia and New Caledonia; four species occur naturally
in Australia. Boiteau (1981); Forster (1992c); Forster & Williams (1996); Markgraf (1971). Leeuwenberg & Dilst (2001) reduced all
Australian species to synonyms of the widespread species, Carissa spinarum L, but the four species are still recognised in Queenland.

Cascabela - A genus of about seven species from Mexico and Central America; one species has become naturalised in Australia. Forster &
Williams (1996); Royen (1964).

Catharanthus - A monotypic genus native to Madagascar; naturalised in Australia. Boiteau (1981); Forster & Williams (1996).

Cerbera - A genus of about seven species in Madagascar, Asia, Malesia, Australia and the Pacific islands; four species occur naturally in
Australia. Blake (1948, 1959); Forster & Williams (1996).

Ceropegia - A genus of more than 100 species in Africa, India, Asia, Malesia and Australia; one species occurs naturally in Australia.
Forster (1996c).

Cryptostegia - A genus of two species endemic to Madagascar, both species are naturalised in Australia. Forster (1991, 1996c).

Cynanchum - A genus of more than 200 species, cosmopolitan; 12 species occur naturally in Australia. Forster (1996c); Meve & Liede-
Schumann (2012).

Dischidia - A genus of 30-40 species, mainly in Asia and Malesia; four species occur naturally in Australia. Forster & Liddle (1996b).

Gomphocarpus - A genus of about 50 species in tropical and southern Africa; three species have become naturalised in Australia.

Gunnessia - A monotypic genus endemic to Australia. Forster (1996c).

Gymnanthera - A genus two species in Malesia and Australia; two species occur naturally in Australia. Forster (1996c).

Heterostemma - A genus of about 12 species in India, China, SE Asia, Malesia, Australia and the Pacific islands; two species occur
naturally in Australia. Forster (1996c).

Hoya - A genus of more than 300 species mainly in Malesia but also in India, SE Asia, Australia and the Pacific islands; six species occur
naturally in Australia and one has become naturalised. Forster & Liddle (1996a).

Ichnocarpus - A genus of 12 species in Asia, China, Malesia and Australia; two species occur naturally in Australia. Forster (1993a);
Forster & Williams (1996);Middleton (1994).

Kopsia - A genus of about 20 species in SE Asia, Malesia, Australia and the Pacific islands; one species occurs naturally in Australia.
Forster & Williams (1996); Markgraf (1972).

Marsdenia - A genus of more than 250 species in Central and South America, Africa, Asia, Malesia, Australia and the Pacific islands; 33
species occur naturally in Australia. Cooper & Cooper (2004); Forster (1995); Forster (1996c); Harden et al. (2014).

Melodinus - A genus of about 75 species in Asia, Malesia, Australia and the Pacific Islands; four species occur naturally in Australia.
Forster & Williams (1996).

Neisosperma - A genus of about 18 species in the Seychelles, Asia, Malesia, Australia and the Pacific islands; two species occur naturally
in Australia. Forster (1993b); Forster & Williams (1996); Fosberg & Sachet (1977).

Ochrosia - A genus of about 21 species in the Mascarenes, Malesia, Australia and the Pacific islands as far east as the Marquesas and
Hawaii; three species occur naturally in Australia. Forster & Williams (1996); Fosberg et al. (1977); Markgraf (1979); Hendrian (2004).
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Parsonsia - A genus of about 130 species in SE Asia, Malesia, Australia, the Pacific islands and New Zealand; 35 species occur naturally
in Australia. Cooper & Cooper (2004); Forster & Williams (1996); Harden et al. (2014).

Phyllanthera - A genus of seven species in Malesia, New Guinea and Australia; one species occurs naturally in Australia. Forster (1996);
Venter & Verhoeven (2001).

Sarcolobus - A genus of 14 species in India, Malesia, Australia and the Pacific islands; three species occur naturally in Australia. Forster
(1996c).

Sarcostemma - A genus of 60-70 species in Africa, Asia, Malesia and the Americas; three species occur naturally in Australia. Forster
(1996c).

Secamone - A genus of about 20 species with a world-wide distribution; four species occur naturally in Australia. Fide Forster (1996c). One
species occurs naturally in Australia. Fide Klackenberg (1992). The generic distribution appears to include Africa, Madagascar, Asia,
Australia and New Caledonia.

Tabernaemontana - A genus of about 100 species, almost pantropic, not in the Americas; two or three species occur naturally in Australia.
Forster (1992a); Foster & Williams (1996); Leeuwenberg (1988, 1991). Despite the recent excellent revisionary work by Forster (1992a),
Tabernaemontana is still a difficult genus, in this key we have recognized two species and in this treatment we have been influenced by the
growth habits of the plants. This means that our species concepts differ slightly from those of Forster but it will not prevent the user from
identifying their plant to at least the generic level.

Tylophora - A genus of more than 75 species in Africa, India, China, Malesia, Australia and the Pacific islands; 12 species occur naturally
in Australia. Forster (1996c).

Voacanga - A genus of about 12 species in Africa, Asia, Malesia and Australia. Leeuwenberg (1985). One species occurs naturally in
Australia. Forster & Hyland (1991); Forster & Williams (1996).

Wrightia - A genus of 16 species in Africa, Asia, Malesia and Australia; four species occur naturally in Australia. Forster & Williams
(1996); Ngan (1965).
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