Australian Tropical Rainforest Plants - Online edition

Stigmaphyllon timoriense (DC.) C.E.Anderson
Family:
Malpighiaceae
Anderson, C.E. (2011), Blumea 56: 80-81.

Stem
Vine with woody stems. Stem silky hairy when young, soon becoming hairless.

Leaves
Leaves simple, opposite. Stipules interpetiolar, 2 (-3) on each side of petiole, leaf-like, larger stipules
to 14 mm long with distinct lamina and petiole, smaller stipules strap-shaped to 4.5 mm long, both
caducous and ± visible as a scar. Petiole 2-7 cm long. Leaf blades lanceolate to elliptic, cordate or
ovate, sometimes suborbicular, 6-17 cm, 3.2-11.5 cm wide, base truncate to cordate or auriculate,
margin entire or obscurely crenate with small marginal glands, apex acuminate or apiculate. Upper
surface hairless, lower surface silky hairy when young but becoming hairless, although often hairs
retained on veins, hairs medifixed. Venation 4-7 pairs of lateral veins, palmately veined at base. Two
glands usually visible, one on each side of the petiole, just before its junction with the leaf blade.
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Flowers
Inflorescence axillary, compound, with flowers arranged in condensed racemes of 10-30 flowers,
racemes arranged in a dichasial pattern (a central axis with two lateral axes). Floral bracts up to 7
mm long, each with a large green gland on each side of the midrib. Peduncles 4-6.5 mm long;
pedicels 3-7 (-12) mm long. Flowers bisexual and male, on separate plants, actinomorphic, 5merous, c. 2 cm diam., yellow. Sepals connate only at base, elliptical to ovate, 2-3.3 mm long,
green. Petals clawed, with narrowly constricted base and orbicular to broadly obovate limb, 6-10 mm
long overall, yellow. Male flowers with usually 10 (-12) stamens and a rudimentary ovary; styles
absent. Bisexual flowers with 10-12 stamens and a superior ovary of usually 3 united carpels,
densely hairy; styles 3, free, 3.5-3.6 mm long; stigmas peltate.

Fruit

Herbarium sheet: flowers. CC-BY:
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Fruit consists of a group of winged samaras joined at their bases. Individual samaras conspicuously
winged with a prominent dorsal wing and often with smaller wings either side, dorsal wing 2.5-3.3 cm long, nut 7-9.5 mm long, green turning
brown. Seeds about 5-7 mm long enclosed in a tough leathery endocarp.

Seedlings
Features not available.

Distribution and Ecology
Occurs on the northern tip of CYP, and around the Whitsunday Islands and Bowen in CEQ. Grows in thickets, coastal forest, rainforest and
disturbed areas.

Natural History & Notes
This profile information and associated coding has been adapted from Anderson (2011) and Harden et al. (2014).

Synonyms
Banisteria timoriensis DC., Prod. 1: 588 (1824), Type: Timor. Ryssopterys timoriensis (DC.) Blume ex A.Juss., Icones Selectae
Plantarum 3: 21 (1838).

RFK Code
2258
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