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HelpisHelpis Simon, 1901 Simon, 1901

TaxonomyTaxonomy

Helpis has thirteen Australian species, Helpis colemani, H. foelixi, H. gracilis, H. kenilworthi, H.
longipalpis, H. merriwa, H. minutabunda, H. occidentalis, H. risdonica, H. stargai, H. tasmanica,
H. wanlessi and H. wisharti. The genus is part of an Australasian clade (Maddison et al 2008)

including Adoxotoma, Arasia, Astia, Astilodes, Jacksonoides, Megaloastia, Parahelpis, Sondra
and Tauala. Genera from Indonesia (Katya) and the Philippines (Orthrus) may also be part of

this group (Maddison 2015). Further information on the genus and described species can be

found in Richardson and Żabka (2017) and Whyte and Anderson (2017).

DescriptionDescription

Helpis spp. are medium-sized spiders, length 4 to 9 mm, with an elongate-ovate abdomen. The

head, viewed from above, is rather pear-shaped with a gentle posterior slope. The eye field

widens posteriorly and there is often a transverse fringe above the anterior eyes.  Paturons

(bases of the chelicerae) are inclined forward with multiple (plurident) retromarginal teeth and

several promarginal teeth. The legs are slender and as long as, or longer than, the body. The

first or fourth pair of legs is longest.

The male’s palp and female’s epigyne differ between species. The male’s palp has a cymbial

flange and the tegulum is ovoid, with or without a tegular lobe. The embolus is usually bent or

hook-like with a broad base. A single retro-lateral tibial apophysis is slightly bent or hooked.

The epigyne usually has a large posterior pouch and a caudal lobe and two atria with median

guides. Insemination ducts move posteriorly to the round spermathecae.

BiologyBiology

Helpis spp. have been collected on the ground, under rocks, under bark and on foliage. They

are found in a very wide range of environments, ranging from rainforest to heathland,

woodland and alpine moors and occasionally in houses.

DistributionDistribution

Helpis spp. have been recorded from the wetter parts of the country from Tasmania to the

Kimberley region and are also present in New Guinea and New Zealand.
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* The information sheet should be interpreted in the context of the associated diagrams and photographs. Diagrams explaining

anatomical terms can be found in the ‘Salticidae’ pictures at the beginning of the list of genera.


