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JotusJotus L. Koch, 1881 L. Koch, 1881

TaxonomyTaxonomy

Jotus has seven Australian species: Jotus auripes, J. braccatus, J. debilis, J. frosti, J. insulanus, J.
minutus and J. remus. There are many undescribed species (Whyte unpubl.) Jotus is part of a

distinct group of Australian genera related to the Old World genus Saitis (Zhang and Maddison

2015) including Barraina, Hypoblemum, Maratus, Prostheclina and Saratus. Further information

on the genus and described species can be found in Richardson and Żabka (2017) and Whyte

and Anderson (2017).

DescriptionDescription

Jotus spp. are small to medium-sized spiders, body length 3 to 8 mm, with a rounded, ovate to

elongate-ovate abdomen. The head, viewed from above, is rectangular with the sides slightly

curved, widest well behind the posterior lateral eyes. The carapace is high, rising to a peak at

the posterior lateral eyes. The chelicerae have a single (unident) retromarginal tooth and two

promarginal teeth. In males the first legs are longest and fringed. Jotus remus has a paddle-

shaped extension of the third leg used in courtship signalling. Most males have a bright white

patch of hair on the palpal patella, femur and tibia and white first tarsi.

The male’s palpal tibia has a single retro-lateral tibial apophysis with a blunt end. The tegulum is

long, with a large proximal lobe. The thin, coiled embolus forms an anticlockwise circle in the

distal third of the tegulum with an associated sclerite (‘conductor’).

The female has two epigynal atria with sclerotised guides. The copulatory openings are on the

posterolateral edges of the atria. The insemination ducts are short and very wide, filling most of

the area under the atria before joining the anterior edge of the spermathecae. The

spermathecae are round, located posterior to the atria, close to the epigastric fold.

BiologyBiology

Jotus spp. are found in litter and on foliage in heathlands, woodlands and forests of eastern and

western Australia ranging from coastal area with high rainfall to semi-desert and often seen

around houses. The males have distinctive, often brightly coloured, ‘faces’ and palps, femurs

and other leg parts. The anterior median eyes can be highly reflective, either green or blue.

DistributionDistribution

Jotus spp. have been collected in temperate regions all across Australia including Tasmania.

One species is found on Lord Howe Island.
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anatomical terms can be found in the ‘Salticidae’ pictures at the beginning of the list of genera.
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